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CPYRGHT 


Warthy companion to the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, Great Sand Dunes 


National Monument evokes its own ever changing majesty as tt blankets an arez 


and builtaretorttoextractshaleoil. The650- 
million-dollarinvestmentis partly offset bya 
contract with the government to provide oil 
for defense use. Union may learn much that 
will help make shale viable—someday 


HERE'S A CAFE in Maybell anda eas 
station where vou can fill up. In far 
northwest Colorado these are ameni- 
ties not to be lightly regarded. And 
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between May bell and the Utah line, 62 miles 
on Highway 318, there’s not much else. 
Ttook that road to the northern end of Di- 
nosaur National Monument and camped by 
the Green River. This is a few miles down- 
river from Browns Park, where Butch Cas- 
sidy and his gang sometimes hid when not 
bing banks. Blessed with abundant 
grass. Browns Park also was a gathering 
place for Indians. In the late 1830s it held a 


National Geographic. August 1984 


of 50 square miles. Upon discovering the dunes in 1807, explorer Zebulon M. Pike described 
them as having an appearance “exactly that of the sea in a storm (except as to color).” 


small fur-trading post, Fort Davy Crockett. 
Park ranger Glade Ross wondered where 
the short-lived fort stood and at last found 
evidence beside the Green. He picked up 
charcoal, chunks of lead, and glass beads 
that trappers traded to Indians for pelts. 
“TH show you where it was,” Glade 
offered. Soon we were slip-sliding in the 
clay of the riverbank, digging out char- 
coal. Glade inspected the shallow water. 


Colorado Dreaming 
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“Sometimes you can still find a bead,” he 
said. Then, “I think see one.” A tiny burst 
of sun winked at us amid the gravel. 

Glade stripped off his shirt and, with me 
sitting on his legs, ducked into the water. He 
reached but missed; the bauble was just be- 
yond his fingers. Its light went out in the dis- 
turbed gravel. That's Colorado for you: a 
gleam, a dream, a bonanza—often just be- 
yond your grasp. Qo 
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